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NEW MEXICO HEALTH ALERT NETWORK (HAN) ALERT
CDC and FDA Approve Pfizer-BioNTech COVID19 Vaccine for children ages 5 through 11

November 2, 2021

Background
[bookmark: _Hlk83576928]On November 2, 2021, the CDC Director endorsed the CDC Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices’ (ACIP) recommendation that children 5 to 11 years old be vaccinated with the Pfizer-BioNTech pediatric COVID19 vaccine.  This recommendation follows the FDA emergency use authorization (EUA) for the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine for children 5-11 years of age on October 29, 2021.   

[bookmark: _Hlk83576845]The New Mexico Medical Advisory Team reviewed and concurred with the FDA and CDC’s recommendations for vaccination of all children ages 5 through 11 with the Pfizer-BioNTech pediatric COVID19 Vaccine two-dose primary series.

Recommendations for Clinicians
· Pfizer-BioNTech COVID19 Vaccine for children ages 5 through 11 is a new formulation of the Pfizer vaccine and is supplied in a multidose vial with an orange cap.  The vaccine requires dilution with 1.3 ml of diluent.
· Adult (purple cap) and pediatric (orange cap) formulations of the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccines are NOT interchangeable. 
· Pediatric Pfizer Vaccine is approved as a primary series of 2 doses (10 µg/0.2ml each) given 21 days apart in individuals 5 through 11 years of age.  The adult dose is 30 µg. 
· All children ages 5-11, including those with underlying conditions and previous COVID infection, are recommended to get vaccinated.
· The dosage/formulation given should be based on the child’s age on the day of vaccination.  If a child turns 12 after the first dose and before their second dose, they should receive the adult dose (purple cap) for the second shot.  
Safety Considerations:
· Systemic and local reactions were less severe in the 5-11 cohort compared to older children and adolescents1. 
· No cases of myocarditis or pericarditis were reported in the clinical trial for children ages 5–11 years (n=3,082), although the study was not powered to assess the risk of myocarditis[footnoteRef:1].  Of note, the baseline risk of myocarditis is much higher in adolescents ages 12–17 years compared to children ages 5–11 years. [1:   https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/downloads/slides-2021-11-2-3/07-COVID-Woodworth-508.pdf] 

· There have been no deaths related to myocarditis from the COVID-19 vaccine in adolescents and adults.
Additional Provider Information:
· This and other COVID-19 vaccines may be co-administered with other vaccines on the same day, as well as within 14 days of each other.
· Pediatric Pfizer vaccine can be stored in the refrigerator for 10 weeks. 
Access to Vaccine for Children ages 5 -11 in New Mexico
· [bookmark: _Hlk83577185]New Mexico COVID-19 vaccine providers can start providing the pediatric Pfizer COVID19 vaccine to patients ages 5 – 11 immediately.  However, many providers have not yet received their vaccine supply.  Shipments are arriving over the next week. 
· NM will follow all recommendations in the EUA and from ACIP:
EUA for Vaccine Providers (https://www.fda.gov/media/153714/download)
EUA for Recipients and Caregivers (https://www.fda.gov/media/153717/download)
· Children ages 5 - 11 are encouraged to schedule vaccine with their PCP or pharmacy provider. 
· The statewide registration app allows for registration of children ages 5 – 11.  Parents and guardians can visit vaccinenm.org/kids to add dependents to their existing vaccine scheduling profile.  Scheduling for children ages 5 – 11 is now open.  
· We recognize that not all providers or patients use the registration app. People can schedule either through usual methods with their medical team or through the registration app.  Parents and guardians will also be able to find vaccine appointments on the CDC vaccine finder website in the coming days: Vaccines.gov - Find COVID-19 vaccine locations near you.  


[bookmark: _Hlk83577314]Additional Resources: 
1. Updated CDC page on vaccines for children: COVID-19 Vaccines for Children and Teens | CDC.
2. Full clinical recommendations will be posted on the CDC website in the coming days: Interim Clinical Considerations for Use of COVID-19 Vaccines | CDC
3. For clinicians wishing to register to administer COVID-19 vaccine, please contact the New Mexico Department of Health Immunization Team at covid.vaccines@state.nm.us or register online at TakeCareNM.com: For Providers | NMDOH (rtscustomer.com)


New Mexico Health Alert Network: To register for the New Mexico Health Alert Network, click the following link to go directly to the HAN registration page https://nm.readyop.com/fs/4cjZ/10b2 Please provide all information requested to begin receiving important health alerts and advisories.
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